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Module Overview

MODULE 3 | Tricky Questions

This module is designed to help Christians develop confidence,
competence and humility when discussing the tricky questions
non-believers ask about Jesus and Christianity.

Apologetics
Bible
Science
Suffering
Oppression
Religion
Negativity
Sex
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Module 3 Goals

e Teach people how to explain, defend and commend Jesus and the
Christian faith in ways that, where possible, centre their conversation
on Jesus and not only Christian ethics or ideas.

e Encourage Christians not just to ‘defend’ Jesus and Christian beliefs
but also to ‘commend’ the beauty of Jesus and a Christian worldview.

e Gain familiarity with a ‘Listen. Yes.. But... Jesus’ conversation
framework that recognises that conversations may be non-linear and
continue over years.

e Use common tricky questions asked by non-believers as worked
examples of how to use the conversation framework.

Because Christians often ask the same tricky questions themselves, this
course also provides a safe space for Christians to grow more confident in
Christ and His vision for us and our world.



Session 1

Apologetics

Share

Pray

What do these passages tell us about how to answer people’s
questions? Consider content, tone and dependence on God.

1 Peter 3:15

Luke 12:11-12
2 Corinthians 4:1-6

Train

What is apologetics?

An example of apologetics from Acts 17.
In Acts 17:16-33 Paul discusses religion and philosophy with the
Athenians.

1. What does Paul know about the Athenians’ religion and beliefs?
How does he know it?

2. What fears or intuitions does he identify?
3. What does Paul tell the Athenians about the God he knows?
4. How do Paul’s hearers respond?

5. How does Paul’s teaching about God both affirm and challenge
what the Athenians believe?



6. What does human flourishing and ‘the good life’ look like for Paul?

Conversation

Conversation: Listen. Yes.. But... Jesus.

e Listen. To what people think and feel about God, themselves and

the world.

e Yes. Acknowledge ‘truth’ or hints of truth in what people think and

feel.

e But. Ask questions that hint at inconsistencies or inadequacies in
what they think and feel, or that suggest another, better, way of
looking at things.

e Jesus. Suggest ways that Jesus makes better sense of life and
more fully satisfies our deepest longings than any other

alternative.

For Acts 17 this could look something like:

Listen

Yes

But

Jesus

Athenians live
in a multi-faith
society with
competing
views on god
and life.

They are
worried that
they may have
missed a god
so they have
set up an idol
to an unknown
god ‘just in
case.’

Yes, people are
made for a
relationship with
the divine.

Yes, humans are
god-like. We are
God'’s offspring.

Yes, our
knowledge of
god(s) is limited.
You are right to
be worried about
missing
something
important.

But what if God
did reveal
Himself clearly?

But does it
really make
sense to think
that a God who
created and
sustains us can
be represented
by an idol in a
temple?

Does it make
sense to
worship
something we
made rather
than the God
who made us?

Jesus and His
resurrection show us
that:

God wants to be
known and can be
known.

There is one God, not
many.

People will be judged
for how they respond
to the real and living
God revealed by
Jesus.

If people repent and
turn to Jesus, their
longing to know God
truthfully and fully
will be met.

Idolatry is futile,
unsatisfying, and
offensive to God.




Review

After each session are review activities to complete at home before the
next session. They are designed to revisit session content from a different
angle to consolidate learning. They also help us keep evangelism on our
agenda throughout the week. God-willing, over time, evangelism will start
to become instinctive.

1. Work through the Relationship Network Worksheet at the end of this
session.
e Choose five people you see or speak with regularly to pray for
(include the person you shared about earlier in this session).

2. We are part of a bigger story. The outline and questions we used for
God'’s story in RE1 and RE2 are useful tools to help us answer tricky
questions. Use Paul’s argument in Acts 17:16-34 to write a one
sentence summary for each stage of the Bible’s story about worship
and idolatry.

Creation and Who are we?

Identity
What are we
made for?
Fall and What is wrong

Brokenness with us?

Redemption How does Jesus
and Security save us?

Re-creation \What hope is
and Hope there for the
future?

Share your ideas with each other in the group chat during the week.

3. The review section will contain suggestions for further research. You
could choose one of the following books to read throughout the
module.

e Keller, Tim. Making Sense of God: An Invitation to the
Sceptical.

e Keller, Tim. The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of
Scepticism.

e MclLaughlin, Rebecca. Confronting Christianity: 12 Hard
Questions for the World’s Largest Religion.

e Scrivener, Glen. The Air We Breathe: How We All Came to
Believe in Freedom, Kindness, Progress and Equality.



Or, you could search these websites for articles and episodes that are
relevant to session content.

e Bethinking. https://www.bethinking.org/

e Centre for Public Christianity.
https://www.publicchristianity.org/

e Questioning Christianity.
https://www.questioningchristianity.com/

e Third Space. https://thirdspace.org.au/

e Undeceptions. https://undeceptions.com/

Research suggestions for Session 1.
e Keller, Tim. Making Sense of God: An Invitation to the
Sceptical. Preface: The Faith of the Secular and Chapter 1:
Isn't Religion Going Away?
e Keller, Tim. The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of
Scepticism. Introduction.

e Mclaughlin, Rebecca. Confronting Christianity: 12 Hard
Questions for the World’s Largest Religion. Introduction and
Chapter 1: Arent We Better Off Without Religion?

e Scrivener, Glen. The Air We Breathe: How We All Came to
Believe in Freedom, Kindness, Progress and Equality.
Introduction and Chapter 1: The Night Before Christmas.

e https://www.bethinking.org/apologetics/apologetics-as-
conversation

e https://www.questioningchristianity.com/resources/are-we-
better-off-without-religion

e https://undeceptions.com/podcast/danger-proselytising/

Relationship Network
Worksheet

Unless we pause and reflect, we may not realise the opportunities that
God has given us to share Jesus with others.

Use the following diagram to:
o Identify the different relationship networks in your life.
e List the names of people in each network who aren’t Christian.

As you look at your relationship network, ask yourself ‘Is my list broad
enough?’ Here are some ideas to broaden your list.

Someone who catches the train at the same time you do.

An old school friend you saw at a wedding.

Someone who walks the dog at the same park.

A ‘blast from the past’ whose name appeared in your Facebook
feed.
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e Your barista, or a person at the gym, or ....

As you look at your relationship network:
e Underline the names of people you see regularly, even if you
don't know them very well yet.
¢ Circle the names of people you expect to see next week.

Choose five people you see or speak with regularly to pray for.
e Where and when do you see them?
e What do you talk about?
e How can you start to be more intentional in the way you share
Jesus and your life with them?

Try to be specific in your answers to these questions.




Session 2

Christians are naive. You
can’t take the Bible seriously.

Share

Pray

Jesus says to Philip: 'Anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father.”
John 14:9

Train

In each session of RE3 we'll discuss one tricky question that people have

about Jesus and Christianity. Using a similar approach to the one we used

in RE1 and RE2 we will investigate:

1. People’s story. What do those around you think and feel about this?
What story do they believe?

2. God'’s story. What does the Bible say about this?

3. Conversation. How can we connect People’s story to God’s story
using the Listen. Yes.. But... Jesus framework?

People’s story

People doubt the truth, beauty and relevance of the Bible story for all
sorts of reasons. Some people have well developed arguments against the
Bible while other people have embraced an ill-defined mood of scepticism.
Some people are happy letting Christians believe in ‘whatever works for
them,” while other people actively seek to undermine faith in the Bible
because they believe Christianity is damaging.

Imagine a conversation where you mention that you are a Christian and
your friend responds with a raised eyebrow and says; 'So, you believe in
the Bible?’

1. What reasons do people give for dismissing or being sceptical
about the Bible and what it says?

2. What do people who think these things value and long for? What
is important to them?



God’s story

Stories are how we make sense of ourselves and our world. The Bible is a
beautiful story about God'’s relationship with the world and people He
created and loves. He tells us: Where we came from and are going to;
Who we are and can be; What went wrong and What He has done to fix
it. In RE1 and RE2, we reflected on how God'’s story revealed in the Bible
answers our deepest questions about identity and purpose, brokenness,
safety and hope. These are not just intellectual questions; they are deeply
emotional ones.

At the heart of God's story is Jesus. The Old Testament points to Him and
the New Testament is about Him. He is the one who can fulfil our deepest
longings and desires. When we talk about why we believe the Bible,
pointing to Jesus and His resurrection is a good starting point.

Read Luke 24:36-53.

1. How did Jesus convince His disciples that He rose from the dead?

2. Why do you think they needed convincing?

3. How did meeting the risen Jesus change them?

4. How do we know about these events in Jerusalem 2,000 years
ago?

5. Describe some of the ways that what happened then affects your
life now.

Conversation

Using some of the points we have discussed today, and any other ideas
that are significant to you, complete one of the following two sentences.
The first sentence responds to reasons people have for doubting the Bible.
The second sentence leans into the beauty of Jesus and people’s longing
to be part of a bigger and better story about why we and our world
matter.

“Jesus and His resurrection is the primary reason I believe what the
Bible says. Jesus makes more sense of history and my experience of
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life in this world than anything or anyone else. He is the key to

everything. How much of Jesus’ biographies have you read?

1. I believe that Jesus really lived, died and rose again because ...

2. I am persuaded of the relevance and beauty of Jesus today

because ...

Conversation: Listen. Yes.. But... Jesus.

1.

conversation trajectory.
a. Notice that the first row focuses on concerns about historicity.

b. Notice that the ‘but’ column tends to use questions rather than
statements. How might this be helpful in conversation?

Read through the heading and first row to see a possible

Together, fill out the second row. Try focusing on concerns about

interpretation. Hint: Some of the points Erica and Dan made, or the
illustrations they used, might be helpful.

Listen

Yes

But

Jesus

You can't take the
Bible seriously.

I can see why you
think/feel that...

How much of
Jesus’ biographies
have you read?

Jesus and His
resurrection is the
primary reason I
believe what the
Bible says.

People just believe
it because they
want it to be true.

Yes, confirmation
bias is a thing. It
matters that we
believe what is
true, not just what
we would like to
be true.

Some Christians
haven't thought
about why they
believe what they
do.

But aren’t we all
at risk of
confirmation bias?

How do you work
out whether any
historical event
happened?

What evidence
would you need to
take the accounts
of Jesus’ life
seriously?

There are many
reasons I believe
what the Bible
says about Jesus.

I am persuaded of
the relevance and
beauty of Jesus
today because ....

It's more like a
courtroom than a
science lab....

It says awful
things and has
been used to
justify awful
things.
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3. What are your initial impressions of the Listen. Yes.. But... Jesus

framework?
Review
1. My Story:

What was my biggest take-away from this session?
Did I discover a new reason for confidence in Jesus and the
Bible?

2. Memorise Koukl’s questions and use them in a conversation this week.
It doesn’t have to be a conversation about Jesus and Christianity.

3. Research a particular angle on this session’s tricky question that is
relevant to you or a friend by reading or listening to one of the
following suggestions. Use what you discover to fill out a Listen. Yes..
But... Jesus conversation plan.

Keller, Tim. Making Sense of God: An Invitation to the
Sceptical. Chapter 2: Isn't Religion Based on Faith and
Secularism on Evidence?

Keller, Tim. The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of
Scepticism. Chapter 7: You Can't Take the Bible Literally or
Chapter 13: The Reality of the Resurrection or Chapter 14: The
Dance of God.

McLaughlin, Rebecca. Confronting Christianity: 12 Hard
Questions for the World’s Largest Religion. Chapter 6: How Can
You Take the Bible Literally?

Scrivener, Glen. The Air We Breathe: How We All Came to
Believe in Freedom, Kindness, Progress and Equality. Chapter
10: Choose Your Miracle.

Search the websites listed in Session 1: Review and find a

relevant article that sparks your interest. (Note: Not every

question will be covered by every website.)

o For a general search start with ‘Bible’ or ‘resurrection’ or
‘meaning.’

o Or research a particular topic, for example, transmission
and translation of the Bible, archaeology and other
historical sources, prophecies fulfilled in Christ, etc.

4. In the group chat this week share something you discovered when
completing the Review activities.
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